HOMEOWNER'S GUIDE

The Pennsylvania
Homeowner's Guide to
Roofing Materials

Make the Smart Choice That Protects Your Investment for
Decades

Robison Roofing 2026 Edition



Your Roof Deserves More Than a Guess

ennsylvania weather doesn't play favorites, and your roof takes the brunt of every season's worst offerings. From bone-chilling
P winters that dump heavy snow across the Alleghenies to sweltering summers that bake asphalt shingles in Philadelphia, your
roofing material faces a relentless test of endurance. The choice you make today will either protect your home for decades or

become a costly source of regret.

Most homeowners approach roofing decisions backwards. They focus on aesthetics first, price second, and performance last—if at
all. This sequence often leads to beautiful roofs that leak after five years or budget-friendly installations that require replacement far
sooner than they should. Choosing the right material for Pennsylvania's unique climate requires balancing durability, weather
resistance, energy efficiency, and curb appeal.

This guide cuts through the marketing hype and industry jargon to deliver what you actually need: clear, practical information about
how different roofing materials perform in Pennsylvania's demanding environment. You'll discover why certain materials excel in our
state's freeze-thaw cycles while others crack and fail prematurely under the same conditions.

Inside these pages, we'll walk you through the most popular roofing materials available to Pennsylvania homeowners, examining
each through the lens of our state's specific challenges. You'll understand critical factors that guide your decision—from wind
resistance ratings to energy efficiency standards—and how your home's architecture and local building codes should shape your final
choice.

By the time you finish reading, you'll have the knowledge to make an informed decision that protects your investment, enhances your
home's value, and provides genuine peace of mind for years to come. Let's get started.



Understanding Pennsylvania's Roofing

Challenges

® The Four-Season Assault

ennsylvania experiences dramatic seasonal variations that test roofing materials in distinct ways. Winter brings heavy snow
P loads, particularly in northern and western counties, where accumulations can exceed several feet. The real damage, however,
comes from freeze-thaw cycles—those periods when temperatures fluctuate above and below freezing, causing water to
expand in cracks and accelerate deterioration across every vulnerable surface. Spring introduces heavy rainfall and potential ice
dams, while summer subjects roofs to intense UV radiation and thermal expansion. Your roofing material must perform reliably

through all four seasons, year after year.

® Regional Variations Within the State

Eastern Pennsylvania homeowners face different conditions than those in Pittsburgh or Erie. The southeastern region experiences
higher humidity and more intense summer heat. The Pocono Mountains see heavier snow loads. Western Pennsylvania endures lake-
effect weather patterns, while central areas experience more moderate conditions overall. Your specific location within the state

should meaningfully influence your material selection and the performance standards you require from your roofing system.

® Wind and Storm Considerations

Pennsylvania sits in a zone where severe thunderstorms regularly produce damaging winds. Hurricanes occasionally track through
the state, though weakened from coastal levels. Nor'easters can bring sustained high winds to eastern regions throughout the winter
months. Your roofing material needs appropriate wind resistance ratings—typically Class F (110 mph) minimum, with Class H (150
mph) preferred for exposed hilltop and elevated locations where wind loads are consistently higher and more severe.

KEY INSIGHT

The most expensive roofing material isn't necessarily the best choice for Pennsylvania homes. The optimal material

combines proven performance in our specific climate with a lifespan that justifies its investment—not premium price tags

designed for entirely different regional challenges and conditions.




Asphalt Shingles: Pennsylvania's Most Popular

Choice

sphalt shingles dominate Pennsylvania roofing for good reasons—they offer a practical balance of performance, affordability,

and versatility that works well for most homeowners. Three-tab shingles represent the basic, economical choice, featuring a

single-layer design with a flat appearance. Architectural (dimensional) shingles use multiple layers that create depth and
shadow lines, mimicking more expensive materials while delivering superior performance, better wind resistance, and improved
durability across Pennsylvania's demanding seasonal conditions.

o Performance in Pennsylvania Conditions
Modern asphalt shingles incorporate features specifically engineered for climates like ours:

* Algae-resistant granules that prevent black streaking common in humid eastern Pennsylvania
¢ Enhanced adhesive strips that seal shingles against wind uplift

e Fiberglass mat construction that resists moisture absorption during wet springs

* Impact-resistance ratings (Class 3 or 4) protecting against hail

¢ Cold-weather flexibility that prevents cracking during harsh winters

o Lifespan Expectations
In Pennsylvania's climate, quality asphalt shingles perform as follows:

*  Three-tab shingles: typically 15-20 years of reliable service life

¢ Premium architectural shingles: 25-30 years with proper installation
*  South-facing slopes lose 20-30% lifespan from UV exposure

e Proper attic ventilation significantly extends shingle life

¢ Installation quality is a primary determinant of actual long-term performance

o What the Warranty Really Means

It's important to understand the difference between warranty terms and realistic performance expectations in Pennsylvania. A "30-
year shingle" warranty typically provides full replacement coverage for only the first 10-15 years, with prorated coverage that
diminishes sharply afterward. As the shingle ages, the manufacturer's contribution toward replacement costs drops significantly,
leaving homeowners responsible for a growing portion of expenses. Focus on the expected realistic lifespan in our specific climate
conditions rather than the headline warranty term used in marketing.

KEY INSIGHT

The warranty period and actual lifespan are different numbers. A "30-year shingle" typically provides full coverage for only

10-15 years with prorated coverage afterward. Focus on realistic lifespan in Pennsylvania conditions—not the marketing

warranty term printed on the package.




Metal Roofing: Durability Meets Energy Efficiency

® Metal Roofing Varieties Available to Homeowners

etal roofing has surged in popularity among Pennsylvania homeowners who prioritize longevity and energy performance.
M Standing seam metal roofing represents the premium option, featuring vertical panels with concealed fasteners and raised
seams that interlock for exceptional weather resistance. Steel panel roofing offers similar durability with exposed fasteners at
a more accessible price point. Metal shingles and tiles mimic traditional materials—slate, wood shake, or Spanish tile—while
delivering metal's performance benefits. Aluminum excels in high-humidity locations due to natural corrosion resistance, while steel
(galvanized or Galvalume-coated) provides superior strength for most Pennsylvania applications. Copper and zinc offer lifespans

exceeding 75 years.

® Pennsylvania Performance Advantages

Metal roofing excels in our climate for several compelling reasons. Snow and ice slide off more readily than from asphalt, reducing
accumulation loads and minimizing ice dam formation—particularly valuable in northern Pennsylvania. The interlocking panel design
of standing seam systems creates exceptional wind resistance capable of withstanding severe storms. Metal's reflective properties
also reduce cooling costs during our humid summers by reflecting solar radiation rather than absorbing it the way traditional asphalt
shingles do.

o Energy Efficiency and Cooling Cost Reductions

Metal roofing's reflective surface can meaningfully reduce summer cooling costs for Pennsylvania homeowners. By deflecting solar
radiation instead of absorbing it, metal roofs keep attic temperatures lower during our hottest months. Homeowners in southern and
eastern Pennsylvania—where summer heat intensity is greatest—typically see the most significant energy savings. Estimates suggest
cooling cost reductions of 10-25% compared to traditional dark asphalt shingles, though actual savings vary based on attic insulation
quality, ventilation design, roof pitch, and local climate conditions specific to your region.

@ Realistic Lifespan and Maintenance Expectations

Quality metal roofing typically lasts 40-70 years in Pennsylvania, far exceeding asphalt shingles. The material requires minimal
ongoing maintenance—no shingle replacement, no granule loss, no algae growth treatments. Painted finishes may fade over
decades, particularly on south-facing slopes with maximum UV exposure, but the structural integrity of the roof itself remains sound
throughout its long service life.

KEY INSIGHT

Metal roofing's higher upfront investment delivers lower lifetime ownership costs for homeowners planning to stay long-

term. The breakeven point typically occurs around year 15-20 when asphalt shingles would require full replacement while

metal continues performing at peak capacity.




Slate, Tile, and Specialty Roofing Materials

remium roofing materials offer distinctive appearances and exceptional longevity but require careful consideration of your
home's structural capacity and architectural style before committing to installation. Not every Pennsylvania home is suited to
these materials, and the consequences of a mismatch between material and structure can be costly to correct after the fact.

o Natural Slate: The Century Roof

Natural slate represents the gold standard for roofing longevity, with properly installed roofs routinely lasting 75-150 years.
Pennsylvania's rich slate quarrying history means local availability in the eastern part of the state. Slate resists freeze-thaw cycles
effortlessly, sheds water perfectly, and never deteriorates from UV exposure. However, its weight—800-1,200 lbs per square—
demands structural reinforcement beyond typical residential framing.

e Lifespan of 75-150 years with proper installation and maintenance
* Natural resistance to freeze-thaw cycles and biological growth
¢ Requires structural evaluation and often reinforcement before installation

e Brittleness means walking on the roof requires trained expertise to avoid breakage

® Concrete and Clay Tile Options

Tile roofing brings Mediterranean or Spanish Colonial aesthetics to Pennsylvania homes and is particularly popular in upscale
developments and historically-inspired neighborhoods. Concrete tiles offer similar appearances to clay at lower weights and price
points, while clay provides superior longevity and color retention over time. Both perform admirably in our climate. Concrete tiles
weigh 600-1,000 lbs per square; clay typically runs 600-900 lbs per square. Tile delivers exceptional wind resistance when properly
installed, superior Class A fire ratings, impressive longevity of 50-100+ years for clay and 40-60 years for concrete, natural under-tile

ventilation that reduces cooling costs, and minimal maintenance requirements across their entire service lifespan.

o Synthetic Alternatives for Modern Homeowners

Modern synthetic slate and shake products replicate premium materials' appearances using engineered composites, rubber, or
plastic polymers. These products weigh significantly less than natural materials while offering impressive durability—typically 30-50
years of service. Quality varies dramatically among synthetic products. The best performers incorporate UV stabilizers, strong impact
resistance ratings, and Class A fire ratings for maximum protection. Lower-quality options may fade, crack, or fail prematurely when

exposed to Pennsylvania's demanding climate conditions across multiple seasons and years of continuous weathering.

KEY INSIGHT

Premium roofing materials make architectural sense only when your home's design, structural capacity, and neighborhood
context support them. A slate roof on a basic ranch home is a mismatch; the same material on a Tudor Revival creates

authentic character that genuinely enhances long-term property value.




Critical Selection Factors Beyond Material Type

® Structural Capacity and Existing Framing

efore considering heavier materials, obtain a structural evaluation from a qualified engineer or experienced roofing contractor.
B Many Pennsylvania homes built before 1980 feature framing designed specifically for asphalt shingles' relatively light weight.

Upgrading to slate, tile, or even heavy architectural shingles may require meaningful reinforcement work. This evaluation
becomes particularly critical when replacing existing roofing with a heavier material category. If your home currently has asphalt
shingles but you're considering natural slate, the structural requirements differ dramatically. The reinforcement work may represent a
significant portion of your total project investment, and skipping this step creates serious long-term risks.

o Architectural Compatibility and Neighborhood Considerations

Your home's architectural style should guide material selection throughout the process. Colonial, Federal, and Cape Cod homes
traditionally feature asphalt or cedar shakes. Tudor and English cottage styles suit slate beautifully. Mediterranean and Spanish
Revival designs call for clay or concrete tile. Craftsman and contemporary homes work well with architectural shingles or standing
seam metal. Many Pennsylvania communities—particularly planned developments and historic districts—impose restrictions on
roofing materials, colors, or styles. Review any applicable HOA covenants or municipal historic district guidelines before finalizing
your material choice to avoid costly compliance issues and approval delays.

o Installation Expertise and Contractor Selection

Specialized materials require specialized installers. While finding experienced asphalt shingle contractors is straightforward
throughout Pennsylvania, locating qualified slate, tile, or metal roofing professionals requires more effort—particularly in rural areas.
The installer's expertise matters as much as material quality itself. Improper installation negates even the finest premium materials'
performance advantages and longevity expectations. Verify installer certifications specific to your chosen material, review previous
projects similar in scope and complexity to yours, and confirm they carry comprehensive insurance including workers' compensation

coverage for all crew members working on your property.

KEY INSIGHT

The lowest bid rarely delivers the best value, especially with premium materials or complex installations. A mid-range bid

from an experienced, properly insured, and certified contractor consistently produces better long-term outcomes than

rock-bottom pricing from operators who cut corners on materials, labor, or coverage.




Making Your Decision and Moving Forward

hoosing your roofing material represents one of the most significant decisions you'll make as a Pennsylvania homeowner. The
C right choice protects your home, family, and investment for decades while enhancing curb appeal and potentially reducing

energy costs. The wrong choice creates ongoing problems, premature replacement needs, and unnecessary expenses that

compound over time.

Use this practical action plan to guide your decision with confidence. First, assess your home's structural capacity, architectural style,
and your long-term ownership plans—if you're selling within 5-10 years, premium materials may not return full value; if this is your
forever home, prioritizing longevity makes excellent sense. Next, match your material choice to your specific location within
Pennsylvania, factoring in snow loads, humidity levels, and wind exposure. Then compare total ownership costs over expected
timelines rather than just upfront installation prices. Finally, verify contractor qualifications, review references, and confirm

comprehensive insurance coverage before signing any agreement.

® Your Step-by-Step Decision Checklist

1. Assess your home's structure, style, and how long you plan to stay

2. Match your material to your regional climate exposure

3. Compare lifecycle value, not just upfront installation cost

4. Research and verify installer certifications for your chosen material

5. Review local HOA rules and historic district guidelines

6. Clarify both material warranties and workmanship guarantees clearly
Your roof represents far too important an investment to rush or cut corners on installation quality. The information in this guide
provides the foundation for making an informed choice suited to your home's specific needs and Pennsylvania's demanding climate.

Take the time to evaluate your options carefully, ask the right questions, and work with a contractor who brings both the expertise
and transparency your project deserves. A well-chosen, expertly installed roof will serve your home faithfully for decades to come.

READY TO MOVE FORWARD?

Robison Roofing brings decades of Pennsylvania roofing expertise to every project we undertake. Our team will evaluate your
home's specific needs, explain your options in plain language, and deliver expert installation backed by comprehensive warranties.

Contact us today for a professional assessment customized to your home and budget.

Visit www.rrs-inc.com or call (610) 754-1202



