
The GreaterThe Greater
PhiladelphiaPhiladelphia
Complete RoofingComplete Roofing
GuideGuide

R O O F I N G  G U I D E

Weather-Ready Materials and Solutions for Pennsylvania, New

Jersey, Delaware Homes

Robison Roofing Guide 2026



Y
our roof stands between your family and some of the most unpredictable weather conditions on the East Coast. From

the harsh nor'easters that pound the Delaware Valley each winter to the scorching summer heat that bakes

Pennsylvania neighborhoods, your roofing system endures relentless punishment year after year. Understanding how to

select, maintain, and optimize your roof for our unique tri-state climate isn't just about home improvement—it's about

protecting your most valuable asset and ensuring your family's safety and comfort.

The Greater Philadelphia region presents distinctive challenges that homeowners in other parts of the country simply don't

face. We experience dramatic temperature swings that can stress roofing materials, heavy snowfall that tests structural

integrity, driving rain that seeks out the smallest vulnerability, and humidity levels that promote organic growth. Add to this the

architectural diversity of our historic neighborhoods—from colonial-era homes in Bucks County to Victorian mansions in Cape

May to modern constructions across Delaware—and you'll quickly realize that one-size-fits-all roofing advice falls dangerously

short.

This comprehensive guide has been specifically created for homeowners throughout Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware

who want to make informed decisions about their roofing systems. You'll discover which materials perform best in our climate,

how to identify weather-related damage before it becomes catastrophic, what maintenance schedules actually protect your

investment, and how to work effectively with roofing professionals who understand our regional requirements.

Whether you're planning a complete roof replacement, addressing storm damage, or simply want to extend your current roof's

lifespan, the knowledge in these pages will empower you to make decisions with confidence. You'll learn to speak the

language of roofing professionals, ask the right questions, and recognize quality workmanship. Most importantly, you'll

understand how to create a roofing solution that stands strong against whatever weather our tri-state area throws at it for

decades to come.

Protecting Your Tri-State Home Investment

2



O
ur most destructive weather pattern occurs when temperatures oscillate above and below freezing—sometimes

multiple times in a single week during winter and early spring. When snow or rain penetrates tiny cracks in roofing

materials, the water freezes overnight and expands, widening those cracks. The next day's thaw allows more water to

penetrate even deeper, and the cycle repeats. This relentless process can transform minor imperfections into significant

failures within a single season. Materials that perform excellently in consistently cold climates (like Minnesota) or consistently

mild regions (like North Carolina) may prove inadequate for our volatile conditions.

Coastal areas of New Jersey and Delaware, as well as exposed hilltop communities throughout Pennsylvania, face powerful

wind-driven rain events. Standard roofing installations may shed water effectively during calm rainfall but fail when horizontal

rain forces water underneath shingles or through ventilation systems. This is why proper underlayment selection and

installation techniques matter tremendously in our region—your roof must create multiple barriers against water infiltration, not

just a single layer of defense.

The Delaware Valley's summer humidity creates ideal conditions for algae, moss, and lichen growth, particularly on north-

facing roof sections that receive limited direct sunlight. These organisms don't just create unsightly dark streaks—they actively

retain moisture against roofing materials, accelerating deterioration and reducing your roof's effective lifespan.

Understanding Your Tri-State Climate

Challenges

FREEZE-THAW CYCLE DESTRUCTION

WIND-DRIVEN RAIN INFILTRATION

HUMIDITY AND ORGANIC GROWTH

KEY INSIGHT

The greatest mistake tri-state homeowners make is selecting roofing materials based solely on appearance or initial

investment rather than proven performance in our specific climate conditions. A roof that looks identical to one in

Arizona or Oregon will perform dramatically differently in Greater Philadelphia.
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C
hoosing the right roofing material for Greater Philadelphia homes requires balancing durability, weather resistance,

architectural appropriateness, and long-term value. Here's what actually performs well in our demanding climate.

Architectural-grade asphalt shingles remain the most popular choice throughout the tri-state area, and for good reason.

Modern premium asphalt shingles offer excellent performance when properly installed:

Impact-resistant shingles rated Class 4 withstand our occasional hailstorms and falling branch debris

Algae-resistant formulations with copper granules prevent the black streaking common on humid East Coast roofs

Wind ratings of 110-130 mph protect against nor'easter gusts

Dimensional profiles complement both traditional and contemporary architectural styles

Color variety allows matching historic district requirements or personal aesthetic preferences

Metal roofing has gained significant traction in our region, particularly in rural Pennsylvania and Delaware communities.

Standing seam metal roofs excel at:

Shedding snow and resisting ice damming with superior ventilation capabilities

Handling freeze-thaw cycles exceptionally well since metal expands and contracts uniformly

Preventing corrosion in humid summers with proper coating systems

Providing 50+ year lifespans with minimal maintenance requirements

Offering energy efficiency through reflective coatings that reduce cooling costs

Many historic properties throughout Philadelphia, Princeton, and Wilmington feature original slate or tile roofing. These

materials can last a century or more when properly maintained, making them ideal for landmark properties. However, they

require specialized installation expertise and structural support capable of handling their considerable weight.

Best Roofing Materials for Our Region

ASPHALT SHINGLES: THE VERSATILE STANDARD

METAL ROOFING: PREMIUM LONGEVITY

SLATE AND TILE: HISTORIC AUTHENTICITY

KEY INSIGHT

Your material choice should match not only your aesthetic vision but also your home's structural capacity, roof pitch,

and exposure conditions. A beautiful slate roof installed on a structure not engineered to support it creates liability

rather than value.
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T
he synthetic underlayment beneath your visible roofing material provides critical secondary protection. In our climate,

standard felt paper proves inadequate. Premium synthetic underlayment offers superior tear resistance during

installation, better moisture protection if shingles fail, and enhanced performance during those critical days or weeks

when weather delays complete installation. Ice and water shield—a self-adhering membrane—should extend at least three

feet inside the exterior wall line in valleys, around chimneys, at eaves, and along rakes where ice damming typically occurs.

Proper attic ventilation might seem unrelated to your roof's exterior, but it's absolutely critical for Greater Philadelphia homes.

Our summer heat builds attic temperatures that can exceed 150°F, literally cooking shingles from below and dramatically

reducing their lifespan. Adequate ridge and soffit ventilation maintains airflow that removes this heat. Equally important, winter

ventilation prevents warm interior air from creating ice dams at your roof's edge by keeping roof decking temperatures

consistent.

Every roof penetration—chimneys, skylights, plumbing vents, satellite dishes—creates potential water entry points.

Professional-grade step flashing around chimneys, properly integrated counter-flashing, and sealed pipe boots make the

difference between a watertight roof and future interior water damage. In our driving rain conditions, these details aren't

optional refinements—they're essential protection.

Critical Installation Factors for Weather

Protection

UNDERLAYMENT: YOUR HIDDEN DEFENDER

VENTILATION SYSTEMS: TEMPERATURE AND MOISTURE CONTROL

FLASHING INTEGRATION: WEAK POINT PROTECTION

KEY INSIGHT

The installation quality matters more than material selection. A mid-grade shingle installed with meticulous

attention to manufacturer specifications will outperform premium materials installed hastily or incorrectly. Always

verify that your contractor follows manufacturer installation requirements exactly, as deviations void warranties and

compromise performance.
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Y
our roof requires different attention throughout our distinct seasons. This proactive maintenance schedule prevents

minor issues from becoming expensive failures.

After winter's assault, conduct a comprehensive inspection looking for:

Lifted, cracked, or missing shingles from freeze-thaw cycling and ice damming

Granule loss in valleys and downspouts indicating shingle deterioration

Damaged flashing around chimneys and vents

Clogged gutters filled with winter debris that will overflow during spring rains

Signs of ice dam damage along eaves, including water stains on soffits or interior ceilings

Spring is ideal for addressing winter damage before summer storms arrive. Schedule professional inspections for roofs over 10

years old or after severe winter weather events.

Use summer's favorable weather for trimming overhanging branches that scrape shingles or deposit debris, cleaning gutters

and downspouts to handle summer thunderstorms, checking attic ventilation effectiveness during peak heat, inspecting for

organic growth on north-facing sections, and scheduling any necessary repairs before autumn's arrival.

Pre-winter preparation protects against our harshest season. Final gutter cleaning after leaves fall prevents ice dam formation.

Verify that attic insulation remains properly positioned, check that all flashing remains securely fastened, and ensure soffit and

ridge vents remain unobstructed. During winter, watch for ice dam formation along eaves—those telltale icicles indicate heat

loss and potential damage. After heavy snow, ensure roof drains properly and watch for interior signs of water infiltration.

Seasonal Maintenance for Maximum Roof

Lifespan

SPRING: POST-WINTER DAMAGE ASSESSMENT

SUMMER: PREPARATION AND PREVENTION

FALL: WINTER READINESS

KEY INSIGHT

Most homeowners inspect their roofs only when visible problems appear, by which time damage has already

occurred. Seasonal inspection catches small issues while they're inexpensive to address. A twice-yearly professional

inspection typically identifies problems years before they become emergencies, saving thousands in avoided

damage.
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I
ce dams form when heat escaping through your roof melts snow, which then refreezes at the colder eaves. This ice

backup forces water underneath shingles, causing interior damage. Many homeowners address symptoms (removing ice,

repairing water damage) without correcting the root cause: inadequate attic insulation and ventilation. Proper solutions

involve improving attic insulation, sealing air leaks, and ensuring sufficient ventilation—not just installing heating cables that

treat symptoms.

Storm-chasing contractors flood our region after major weather events, offering suspiciously low quotes. They cut corners on

underlayment, skip manufacturer specifications, use substandard materials, and disappear when warranty issues arise.

Legitimate local contractors with established reputations, proper licensing, and comprehensive insurance may quote higher

initially but deliver value through quality workmanship, reliable warranties, and ongoing service.

Our climate punishes procrastination. A few damaged shingles allow water penetration that rots decking, compromises

structural elements, damages insulation, and creates interior mold—transforming a simple shingle replacement into a major

reconstruction project. Address visible damage immediately. Adding ridge vents without adequate soffit intake disrupts the

balanced airflow your attic requires. Ventilation modifications require system-wide thinking, not piecemeal additions.

Avoiding Common Tri-State Roofing Mistakes

MISTAKE: IGNORING WINTER ICE DAMS

MISTAKE: CHOOSING CONTRACTORS ON PRICE ALONE

MISTAKE: DELAYING NECESSARY REPAIRS

KEY INSIGHT

The most expensive roofing mistake tri-state homeowners make is attempting complex repairs themselves without

proper knowledge, safety equipment, or materials. Professional expertise costs far less than emergency repairs

after DIY attempts fail—or the devastating costs of falls from heights. Know when professional help isn't optional; it's

essential protection for both your home and personal safety.
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Y
ou now understand the unique challenges Greater Philadelphia's climate presents, which materials perform best in our

conditions, what installation quality actually means, and how proper maintenance protects your investment. Knowledge

without action, however, leaves your home vulnerable.

The roof protecting your family and possessions deserves informed decision-making backed by professional expertise.

Whether you need emergency repairs, preventive maintenance, or complete replacement, working with experienced

professionals who understand our tri-state climate challenges ensures your investment delivers decades of reliable protection.

1. Conduct an honest assessment of your current roof's condition. If it's over 15 years old, shows visible damage, or you've

experienced any interior water stains, professional inspection is essential now—not later.

2. Document your roof's current state with photographs from ground level, noting any areas of concern. Create a simple

maintenance log to track seasonal inspections and any work performed.

3. If your roof needs attention, obtain detailed written estimates from at least three established local contractors. Compare

not just pricing but warranty terms, material specifications, and project timelines.

4. Verify that any contractor you consider carries current liability insurance and workers' compensation coverage. Request

references from projects completed at least two years ago to assess long-term satisfaction.

5. Establish your seasonal maintenance schedule now. Mark calendar reminders for spring and fall inspections, gutter

cleaning, and attic ventilation checks.

Robison Roofing has served Greater Philadelphia homeowners throughout Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware for

years, delivering weather-ready roofing solutions built specifically for our demanding climate. Our team understands the

unique challenges your home faces and provides honest assessments, quality materials, and expert installation.

Visit www.rrs-inc.com or call (610) 754-1202

Your Next Steps Toward a Weather-Ready

Roof

YOUR IMPLEMENTATION ROADMAP

READY TO PROTECT YOUR HOME?
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